
 Don’t accept excuses 
for why your child “must” 
miss or be late for school. 

 Discuss with your child 
what happened at school 
each day. 

 Support  school rules 
and consequences for skip-
ping class and being tardy. 

 Show your child why 
education is important.  
Give specific examples of 
how education helps people 

succeed. 

 Lead by example.  If children 
see parents taking off work for 
no real reason, they may ex-
pect to be able to do the same 
thing. 

Research shows that attendance is 
the single most important factor in 
school  success. 

 Attendance is a big issue 
at Meadowood and other 
schools in Baltimore 
County.  We are deter-
mined/motivated to in-
crease student atten-
dance.  If we work to-
gether, we believe that 
we can meet our atten-
dance goals for the 2013-
2014 school year.  Here’s 
how you can help im-
prove your child’s school 
attendance: 
 

 Talk with your child 
about the importance of 
attending school regu-
larly.  

 Avoid scheduling family 
trips or doctor appoint-
ments during school 

hours. 

 Make sure your child 
stays healthy by eating 
nutritious food and get-
ting enough sleep and 
exercise.  

By now, students and parents of 

Baltimore County Public Schools 

should have heard the term Com-

mon Core.  However, it is under-

standable if you still have ques-

tions about what Common Core 

actually is and how it impacts our 

school district.  Here are a cou-

ple of frequently asked questions 

(FAQs) with the answers that 

might just help you make sense 

of Common Core. 

Q. What research or evi-

dence exists that confirm 

that CCSS will better 

prepare our students? 

A. As the CCSS were written, 

developers made careful use 

of a large and growing body 

of evidence, including: 

 Scholarly research 

 Surveys on what skills are 

required of students entering  

college and workforce train-

ing programs. 

 Assessment data identifying 

college and career ready per-

formance. 

 Comparisons to standards 

from high-performing states 

and nations. 

 Findings from Trends in 

Mathematics and Science 

(TIMSS) 

More CCSS FAQs will follow in next edition 
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MEC’s Student of the Month 

for the month of October 

was Brandon B. 

Student of the Month: Brandon B. 

Brandon was chosen as student 

of the month due to his hard 

work and dedication in and out 

of the classroom. 

Here are some comments 

from staff about Brandon and 

his progress here at MEC: 

“Brandon is respectful and very determined.  He ac-

cepts challenges and adapts to change very well.  He 

represents young males very well.” 

  -Mr. Williams (AP) 

“Brandon displays leadership skill.  I have observed first 
hand how Brandon has taken the role of an instructor in 
the classroom and the other students listen attentively.  He 
is well-respected by his peers and the Staff” 

  -Mrs. Aulu (LA) 

“Brandon has shown himself to be a responsible and 
motivated student.  He shows good insight and partici-
pates well in science discussions.  Keep up the good 
work, Brandon!” 
  -Mrs. Nolan (Sci) 
“Brandon has a big and bright future ahead!” 

  -Mrs. Carter (Rdg) 

 November 18 - 22 

American Education Week 

 November 20 

Anniversary of the Mexican Revo-

lution 

Education Support Professionals 

Day 

 

 November 1-30 

National Native American Heritage 

Month 

 November 1 

All Saints Day 

 November 3 

Standard Time 

 November 24-30 

National Family Week 

 November 28 

Thanksgiving 

 

Thanksgiving is 

always cele-

brated on the 

fourth Thursday 

of every Novem-

ber.  In Canada, 

it is celebrated 

on the second 

Monday of Octo-

ber. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     *1 2 
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10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 *28 *29 30 

       

November  20 1 3  

* BCPS Schools and Offices Closed 

“November’s flower 

of the month is 

Calendula.  The 

birthstone for anyone 

born in November is 

Topaz.” 

Zodiac Signs   

Scorpio and Sagittarius 

Important 

Dates for 

Next 

Month: 
Dec. 23-31 

Schools 
closed for 

Winter 

Break 

 

  

 

** BCPS Schools Closed for Students 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Libra.svg
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For a few weeks during the 
month of November, the stu-
dents and staff of MEC col-
lected, gathered, and donated 
non-perishable food items for 
the Maryland Food Bank and 
Epworth Church of Wood-
lawn.   
 As a whole, the 
school collected 341 total 
items (a great effort by all).  
 The students who 
made donations received stu-
dent service learning hours 

that will contribute to their total 
needed for high school graduation.  

 
 
 
 

Here are the home base totals for the 
items collected: 
 Section A– 29 items 
 Section B– 23 items 
 Section C– 46 items 
 Section D– 49 items 

 Section E– 56 items 
 Section F– 59 items 
 Section E/L– 79 items 

We are proud to showcase Meadowood Education Center’s Students of the Week!  These are students who are effectively maintaining their 

academics, attendance, and attitude.  Take a look at who’s on TOP!  

3. What are 2 things you cannot 

have for lunch? 

4. What is a cheerleader’s favor-

ite food? 

5. What gets bigger the more 

you take from it? 

Middle school students enjoy a 

good joke (just like the rest of us)!  

Try these out at home.  Answers 

are at the end of the column.  

Don’t look ahead! 

1. What do you call it when you 

see fruit punch and a cereal 

box? 

2. Why did the teacher wear 

sunglasses to school? 

Riddle Me This...Riddle Me That... 

  MEC’s SOWs are on TOP 

“By the time a 

child reaches 

nursery school, 

he or she will 

laugh about 300 

times a day.  

Adults laugh an 

average of 17 

times a day.” 

1.  A food fight  2.  She had 

bright students 3. Breakfast 

and dinner  4.  Cheerios  5.  

A hole 

Jeremiah Hedges Avery Pringle 
David Rufai 

Above: 

Student helpers from 

each section take a 

picture with donations. 

Left:  
Mr. Williams and Mrs. Carter 

pose with an Epworth employee 
while delivering can goods to 

the church. 



1849 Gwynn Oak Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 212307 

Phone: 410-887-6888 

Fax: 410-887-6889 

http://meadowoodms.bcps.org 

 Assume that your children will have studying to do every night. 

 Ask your children if they understand their homework.  If they do not, work a few examples to-

gether. 

 Ask your children to show you their homework after the teacher returns it to learn where 

they’re having trouble and where they’re doing well.  See if your children did the work correctly. 

 Remember, you and their teachers want the same thing– to help your child learn. 

 Don’t be afraid to get in touch with the teacher if you and your child don't understand an assign-

ment or if your child is having a great deal of trouble. Almost all parents run into these problems, 

and teachers are glad to help. 

 Don’t do your children's work for them. Help them learn how to do it themselves. 

 Show your children that you think homework is important. If you are at work during homework 

time, ask to see their work when you get home. 

 Praise your children for doing well. Make praise a habit. 

 Maintain a portfolio of “best pieces” 

 Ask your school about tips or guides for helping your children develop good study habits. 

 Help older students organize there assignments by recording them on calendars or planners, 

along with due dates. 

 

BCPS AND MEC 

"A Great Alternative" 

Counselor’s Corner: Homework Hints 

Healthy Habits: Raising Kids with a Healthy Body Image 

Here are some ways to help your chil-

dren love and appreciate the body 

nature gave them: 

 If children feel bad because 

someone criticized their appear-

ance, tell them you love them 

just the way they are. 

 Praise your child.  Cecilia Ford, a 

clinical psychologist in New York, 

says compliments are important.  

Tell a girl she looks pretty; tell a 

boy he is handsome.  This helps 

them feel good about their bod-

ies. 

 Encourage healthy eating hab-

its and exercise to keep weight 

under control. 

 Don’t suggest plastic surgery to 

correct a “flaw.”  Kids should 

feel good about themselves just 

as they are, particularly at 

home. 

 Set a good example.  Don’t talk 

about your own body “flaws,” 

your desire to lose weight, etc.  

Homework is typically worth 

15-20% of your student’s grade. 

“Compliments are Important!” 


